
Trinity 20 

My dear Friends, 

Some of you may have heard me say in Church a few weeks ago that our new Archdeacon of Llandaff was paying his first visit 
to our Area. The newly appointed senior priest of the diocese comes to us after fourteen years as a priest in the Diocese of 
London in a variety of parishes. The Venerable Roderick Green arrived at St Edward’s in beautiful September sunshine on his 
magnificent road bicycle. (Those who read ‘Llandaff Matters’ will know he is a keen cyclist and makes most of his travels 
around the Diocese on two wheels). We transferred however to my car so that I could drive him around, show him all the 
churches in the area and have an idea of the varied housing, commercial activities, schools, colleges, residential homes and 
hostels that make up our diverse population of 73,000.  

Some of you will recall Archdeacon Rod’s predecessors and their connections with our churches: Archdeacon Peggy Jackson, 
who also joined us from the Church of England, instituted Archdeacon’s Inspections and has been one of the architects of our 
Ministry Areas. She succeeded the Venerable Bill Thomas who installed me as Vicar here fifteen years ago and had previously 
assisted here through two interregna. His predecessor was Archdeacon David Lee who served at another time of 
reorganisation in Cardiff churches. (David and Mavis now live in happy and active retirement in Llanishen). He succeeded the 
Venerable A.J.F. Lewis who many will recall also as Diocesan Director of Education and was for decades a foundation governor 
of our own St Teilos High School. He succeeded the Venerable Lewis Clarke who in the 1980s, encouraged me in my early 
days in ministry as did his predecessor Archdeacon Alun Davies, later Dean of Llandaff. Alun had strong connections with 
Roath, he was Curate here. At that time he met and married Miss Winifred Pullen, her brother the late Captain Geoffrey 
Pullen was our last Vicar’s Warden at St Anne’s. All of these priests had long and distinguished ministries in our diocese, 
serving at various times as parish priests, Chaplains, Area Deans and Canons before bringing their varied experience to the 
benefit of the wider diocese. From this and many other encounters we know the weight of work that is laid upon our 
Archdeacons’ shoulders 

Some of you were present at Archdeacon Rod’s licensing at the Cathedral, you may have heard or read the Bishop’s words 
about him:  “I am delighted to welcome Rod to the diocese...(he) joins us with a wealth of experience in grassroots community 
development and church growth....Rod will play a key role in shaping our strategy. The role of the Archdeacon is in their 
service Ministry. Helping clergy to move forward together and helping parishes proclaim the Resurrection Faith.” Growth and 
community development are central to our current and future aspirations here in Roath and Cathays. 

The Archdeacon has responsibility for half the diocese so we are very pleased that he has found the time so early in his time 
here to come to our Area. He will be preaching in St Margaret’s on Sunday 17th October at the 9.30am Sung Eucharist and at 
the 11am Solemn High Mass at St Germans. I know that you will want to come and welcome him to our churches and hear 
him preach for the first time in Roath. We pray for him, his wife and children as they settle into Llandaff. We hope and trust 
that it will begin a long and fruitful period as we go forward as a Ministry Area of churches, parishes and congregations in the 
coming years with Archdeacon Rod’s leadership, guidance and prayers.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


